
Photography Primer: Basic Concepts May be freely used and distributed for FIRST INSPIRES events. Please do not 
modify. Compiled and maintained by Marco Ciavolino, marco@enktesis.com  

Photo guide for STEM events >> Page 1 of 13 // FIRST-Events-Media-Photo-Principles-v22.docx // 1/13/19 
 

 

Photography Primer: Basic Concepts 
  



Photography Primer: Basic Concepts May be freely used and distributed for FIRST INSPIRES events. Please do not 
modify. Compiled and maintained by Marco Ciavolino, marco@enktesis.com  

Photo guide for STEM events >> Page 2 of 13 // FIRST-Events-Media-Photo-Principles-v22.docx // 1/13/19 
 
 

 

Basic Photo Principles 
 

 
 

 



Photography Primer: Basic Concepts May be freely used and distributed for FIRST INSPIRES events. Please do not 
modify. Compiled and maintained by Marco Ciavolino, marco@enktesis.com  

Photo guide for STEM events >> Page 3 of 13 // FIRST-Events-Media-Photo-Principles-v22.docx // 1/13/19 
 
 

 

 
While modern cameras are smart, the focus often gets confused at events due to the wide range of color and shapes. Make 
SURE your subject is in focus. 
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If your camera is on AUTO you don’t need to worry about this. But if you want an icon shot you have go manual and force the 
F-Stop to the lowest setting. 
 

 
Make sure your shutter speed is above 125 of a second (if you can). If not, force the camera to a higher ISO setting. 
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Don’t forget to shoot horizontally! 
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Really, don’t chew gum. It will blur your pictures from movement in your face. 
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Be careful unless you want to be comedic. Use wide angle for rooms, large spaces, etc. 
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Most people don’t like to be closer to strangers than four or five feet.. Photographers typically translate this 
into standing farther away from their subjects because the lense brings the subject close to them. Get over 
it. 
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Typically you want your primary subject on one of the axes of a nine-square grid. Many cameras will 
show you the grid. You want to fill your frame (but shoot 100/90 as described above. 
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Unless you need an off-angle photo, keep the camera straight. 
 

 
Biggest mistake made by the average photog. 
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Make sure you get some shots of the entire facility, signs, tables, the floor, and more. 
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